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Lovells Island, or Lovell's Island, is a 62-acre island in the Boston Harbor Islands National Recreation Area, in Massachusetts. The island is across The Narrows from Georges Island and some 7 miles offshore of downtown Boston. It is named after Captain William Lovell, who was an early settler of nearby Dorchester. The island is known as the site of several shipwrecks, including the 74-gun French warship Magnifique in 1782.
 Lovells Island has had a succession of owners. In 1767, the town of Charlestown deeded the island to Elisha Leavitt Jr. of Hingham, Massachusetts, an infamous Tory who also owned Grape Island, where Leavitt later invited British forces to help themselves to his hay until they were chased off by patriots. Leavitt's payment for Lovells Island was set aside to pay for the town's school. 
Lovells Island was used by Native Americans for fishing, gardening and trading. Later uses included harvesting the island's timber, as a fishing station, as a residence for the keepers of Boston Light, and as a rabbit run. Once the home of the Lovells Island Range Lights, the island was a buoy tending station in the early 1900s and was fortified before and during World War I, with remains of Fort Standish still visible. (1)
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Lovells Island Range Lights they were built in 1903 to help vessels coming into what is now called "South Channel". As the North Channel was dredged deeper, the South Channel was less used and they were removed in 1939 to make room for the expansion of Fort Standish. The oil shed from the lights remains today although a significant portion has collapsed.
 Both towers held fourth-order Fresnel lenses. The rear light exhibited a red flash every five seconds, and the front light's characteristic was fixed red. Mariners heading toward Boston from Broad Sound Channel, or from Hypocrite Channel farther to the east, lined up the rear light directly above the front light, thus assured they were in the center of the main shipping channel.
A buoy depot was relocated to the island from Cohasset, on Boston's South Shore, in 1875.
In the early 1900s, the opening of the Broad Sound Channel, which connected with the old President Roads channel, necessitated a new system of navigational aids to direct traffic to the inner harbor. A sum of $10,000 was appropriated for the Lovell's Island Range Light Station on June 28, 1902.
The station was built in 1902-03. Two light towers were erected on the northern part of the island, known as Ram's Head. The conical, shingled wooden towers were 40 feet (the rear light) and 31 feet (the front light) tall, and 400 feet separated the two. A seven-foot high wooden walkway connected the lighthouses, the six-room keeper's house, a woodshed, and a small brick oil house. The station went into service on April 10, 1903. (3)
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(Prior photo) The children of George Kezer, who was in charge of the buoy depot at Lovell's Island for several years prior to 1921. Left to right: Walter Burgess Kezer, Albert Lewis Kezer, Estelle H. Kezer, Eldon Lester Kezer, and Thatcher Warren Kezer (born when his father was an assistant keeper at Thacher Island).
Courtesy of Barbara Kezer.
A buoy depot was relocated to the island from Cohasset, on Boston's South Shore, in 1875.
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Much of the vegetation on the islands results from an attempt in the 1930s by the Civilian Conservation Corps to reestablish a natural forest on the island, although this was largely cleared when the fort was reactivated during World War II. Left to recover after the war, the island's plant life now includes remnant patches of stands of poplar, pine and spruce, together with successional species such as staghorn sumac, black cherry, chokecherry, apple, and gray birch. Common shrubs include bayberry, beach plum, raspberry, Virginia rose and saltspray rose. 
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Battery William
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Lover's Rock, where two colonial-era shipwreck victims died during a snowstorm.
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Battery Whipple Plan (2)
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