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[image: ]Calf Island, also known as Apthorps Island, is a windswept island situated some 9 miles offshore of downtown Boston. The island has a permanent size of 18 acres, plus an intertidal zone of a further 16, and has a thin layer of soil that supports vegetation including Wild Cherry, Beach Plum, Grasses, Chives, and Mock-orange. Access is by private boat only. 
In the 17th century the island was granted to William Brewster of Plymouth Colony. Subsequently it was owned by Charles Apthorp who also owned Long Island and other property in the harbor. Over the years, several huts and houses were built on the island, including a colonial style summer estate built by Benjamin P. Cheney, Jr. and his wife, actress Julia Arthur, in 1902. The two-story summer estate with roofs used to collect rainwater. The last of the estate remains were burned in 1971, and one of two chimneys was toppled by vandals in the 1990s[endnoteRef:1]. Today only ruins remain.  [1:  http://www.nps.gov/boha/historyculture/facts-calf.htm] 

Illegal boxing matches were staged on the island in the late 19th century. 
In the 1920s, the Army planned to install a pair of 16-inch guns as part of the Harbor, along with 16-inch gun batteries on Deer and Hog, to cover the seaward approaches to Boston Harbor. The battery on Calf Island was never built. [endnoteRef:2] [2:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calf_Island_(Massachusetts)] 
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Ruins on Calf Island (Julia Arthur’s home)[endnoteRef:3] [3:  www.nps.gov/.../34-Boston-Harbor-Islands.htm] 
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Julia Arthur, actress[endnoteRef:4] [4:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julia_Arthur] 

At Covington, Kentucky, on February 23, 1898, Julia Arthur (nee Ida Lewis) married Benjamin Pierce Cheney, Jr. They made their home in Boston, with a summer estate on Calf Island. They were patrons of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, donating a number of antiquities. The couple produced no children. 
On November 28, 1898, she produced As You Like It at Wallack's in New York City, and her performance of the part of Rosalind was conceded to be one of the best known to the American stage. 
Early cinema: With her growing success on stage in America, Julia Arthur was offered a chance to perform in the fledgling motion picture industry. She appeared in her first silent film - Barbara Fritchie: The Story of a Patriotic American Woman - in 1908 with Vitagraph Studios under director J. Stuart Blackton. Her last screen performance was in 1919 in The Common Cause, a benefit film to aid victims of World War I. It was produced by the "Stage Women's War Relief Fund," a charitable organization created by theatre workers with the American Theatre Wing as part of the Federal Council of Allied War Charities.
Arthur returned to Broadway in The Eternal Magdalene. She was director and producer as well as star of Seremonda. On May 17, 1918, she revived Out There on Broadway, continuing through the end of the month.
Later life: Julia Arthur said her farewell to Broadway in Macbeth, in which she played Lady Macbeth opposite Lionel Barrymore. The play opened on February 17, 1921, and continued into March. It was later reported that she had come out of retirement because of her husband's financial reverses.
The Cheneys lived in relative ease and comfort, though after 1929 in somewhat reduced circumstances owing to financial reverses. Julia Arthur Cheney died in Boston on March 28, 1950. 
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